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A N Issue 
We CaNNOt IgNore^ 
First Place Essay I a m not s u r e j us t w h a t 
High Sctiooi Competition c a t e g o r y — s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l , or 
Lawrence F. Specker p h i l o s o p h i c a l — e n c o m p a s s e s the 
issue I intend to d i s c u s s , but that 
should not detract f rom the d i scus -
s ion. T h e i ssue is the growing division of c l a s s e s in A m e r i c a . A s far a s I c a n 
tell f rom the media , my c o n c e r n s are not sha red by a signif icant portion of 
those who dec ide what is n e w s and what is not. I a m su re others recognize 
the problem and know more about it than I and a re in a position to sp read 
the information, but stil l, this i ssue rece i ves little or no attention a s far a s the 
genera l public is conce rned . It is my feeling that the growing division of the 
c l a s s e s in A m e r i c a is a ser ious problem now and will b e c o m e more of a 
problem in the immediate future. 
F i rs t , I should clar i fy wha t 1 m e a n by the "growing division of c l a s s e s in 
Amer ica. " Every society in the history of the world has been divided into c l asses , 
usual ly along mater ia l l ines (the more you have, the higher you are) , but a lso 
along rac ia l l ines (the more rare you are, the lower you are) , a s wel l a s heredi-
tary l ines (the higher your parents were , the higher you are) . Usual ly, a s they 
a re in present-day A m e r i c a , all of these div is ions have been evident in one 
degree or another. A m e r i c a is no different. But A m e r i c a , a s w e a re constant ly 
reminded, is not made up of dist inctly different c l a s s e s . A m e r i c a n s blur from 
the upper lower c l a s s to the lower middle c l a s s , and from the upper middle 
c l a s s to the lower upper c l a s s . A m e r i c a , a s w e picture it, is a blur. A person's 
stat ion is what he/she ea rns . Anyone c a n b e c o m e President . But a s these 
c l a s s e s b e c o m e more dist inct, the blur will d isappear. T h e poor will be T h e 
Poor. T h e rich will be T h e R i c h , and the middle will no longer connec t the two. 
How will this happen? 
It will happen in the future a s it has in the past. All civi l ized soc iet ies s ince 
the dawn of history have been divided into c l a s s e s a s I s tated earl ier. E a c h 
soc iety has a lso had its t rends—t rends in d ress , t rends in behavior, t rends 
in polit ics. Th i s is the key to the division. A s t rends s w e e p a c r o s s our society, 
s o m e c l a s s e s a re less able to follow them than others. T h e r ich a re able to 
change s ty les faster than the poor, so the rich move further ahead . Th is c a u s e s 
the poor to lose their in f luence on the trends, so the t rends of the r ich move 
a w a y from the interests of the poor. T h e interests of the two move apart . The 
poor ideal and the rich ideal become totally unrelated. The c l a s s e s wa tch e a c h 
other and begin to s e e that they have nothing in common , except the fact that 
the r ich control the government to wh i ch the poor pay taxes . T h e r ich control 
the industries for which the poor work. The rich control nine-tenths of the media 
that the poor watch and read. The poor, in short, are the low pan of the ba lance 
on wh ich the r ich ride high. T h e poor are the first c l a s s to b e c o m e a w a r e of 
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this as the rich a re content with their lot in life, and their media tells them 
they are in command . T h e other tenth of the med ia c a n , of course, be ignored 
as a bizarre minority. T h e c l a s s this minority represents is therefore a lso a 
minority—a minority that c a n be exploited. T h e r ich control the laws and the 
industries and the enforcing a r m of the law. T h e r ich begin to ser ious ly exploit 
their advantage. T h e phys ica l gap w idens . T h e rich are the smar t , the beaut i-
ful, the easy-living, The poor a re the stupid, the unwashed, the working peasan -
try The c l a s s e s no longer have a c o m m o n ground other than the country in 
which they li.ve and they know it. 
A growing enmity appea rs be tween the two c l a s s e s . T h e l ines be tween 
rich neighborhoods and poor ones b e c o m e no-man's land if the different com-
munities are still that c lose. T h e conflict begins to be undeniably real. And then, 
an example of the power and indi f ference of the rich o c c u r s that brings the 
conflict to head. T h e pol ice savage ly break up a peace fu l demonstrat ion. A 
epidemic of some fatal d i sease breaks out, and only the upper c l a s s c a n obtain 
the vaccine. A period of f inanc ia l hard t imes leaves most of the lower c l a s s 
in the cold. Whatever the c a u s e , talk of rebellion star ts . If condit ions do not 
improve sharply, the outraged poor become organized and militant, even eas ier 
than ever in our days of e lect ronic communicat ion . T h e upper c l a s s pan i cs 
and does the wrong thing trying to u s e force. Now civil wa r s tar ts , and the 
numeric superiority of the lower c l a s s b e c o m e s apparent. T h e upper c l a s s 
is toppled, a new order is set up in the p lace of the old, and the cyc l e s tar ts 
anew. 
While a few historic revolutions have been entirely c a u s e d by religion, 
the great majority have fol lowed this path of separat ion of c l a s s e s . T h e over-
throw of the R u s s i a n c z a r s , for example. Bet ter yet, think of the bloody F r e n c h 
Revolution. Th is is not to say, a s many people like to believe, that all this vio-
lence is in the p a s t — a n y number of South and Cent ra l A m e r i c a n countr ies 
are right in the middle of s u c h upheaval . Exac t l y what I have descr ibed recently 
ended in the Phillipines. Of course, the threat of being stomped on by the United 
States kept this c a s e relatively b loodless, but a core of militant rebels w a s in 
action before Mrs. Aquino appeared on the s c e n e . T h e revolution in the Phill i-
pines would have been violent if U.S. attention had not made the peacefu l w a y 
work. The point is, revolutions c a n still happen in 1987 or in 2 0 0 0 or wheneve r 
(and wherever) condit ions a r e right. 
Can this happen in A m e r i c a ? Pe rhaps the fact that our d e m o c r a c y w a s 
specifically designed s o that "all rnen are c reated equa l " will s a v e us. Pe rhaps 
this will insure that the c l a s s boundar ies in A m e r i c a will remain forever fuzzy 





An Issue We 
Cannot Ignore 
(continued) 
But I can see with my own eyes that the son of a poor black man rarely 
wants to live the life of the son of a well-to-do white man. It is very unfortunate 
indeed that the concept of American and the concept of the clean-cut, Chris­
tian white have become so entwined. For the black, wanting no part of white 
society means rejecting American society. And so, the average black is less 
educated, poorer, less inclined to "make it" in a ''white man's world." I can 
see this around me. We all can. We can see that the poor and the black are 
often in the same section of American cities, often working together to have 
their conditions improved, becoming allies as mutual need weakens racial 
distrust. 
I do not know if this is the beginning of a division between the classes. 
Certainly I would be out of line to say it is the start of a revolution in America, 
the forerunner of a new Civil War. But to abandon the lower class to its own 
devices, to turn away, is a big step in the wrong direction. As I said at the 
beginning, I know there must be concerned authorities out there somewhere 
who recognize the problem. There is obviously no need for panic, but surely 
there is something that can be done, some way to bring the issue to light, before 
the possible problem becomes the definite problem. I just do not see how some­
thing this big and this dangerous can be ignored for very much longer. 1) 
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